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Jacob Grove Obituary
FREDERICK -- Manasses Jacob Grove, who donated money to the city of Frederick to build a baseball stadium, died Wednesday, Sept. 17, at Frederick Memorial Hospital.
Mr. Grove, 97, of Homewood at Crumland Farms, formerly of Crestwood Village, Frederick, made the contribution in 1990 in honor of his father, Harry Grove, and the stadium, home of the Frederick Keys, bears his name.
Mr. Grove worked in the endowment office of the University of Texas in Austin as an investment specialist from 1957 until his retirement in 1971.
In 1984, Mr. Grove and his wife, Noreen Grote Grove, who died on March 3, 1996, returned to Frederick.
Born Feb. 16, 1906, at Grove, near Frederick, Mr. Grove was the youngest son of James H. and Anna Clark Forsyth Grove Sr.
Mr. Grove was a member of the first co-educational class that graduated from Frederick High School. He excelled in track events, lettered in four sports his senior year and was awarded a silver cup as the best all-around athlete in Frederick County.
He graduated from Yale University where he played varsity baseball for three years, competed in track as a broad-jumper, was elected to Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society, Skull & Bones Senior Society and was voted the most modest, best natured and most versatile member of his class.
Mr. Grove held all the base stealing records at Yale from 1929 to the early 1990s. His record still stands for most consecutive games with a hit -- 21. He also had the distinction of hitting two grand slam home runs as a member of the Kennebunkport, Maine, Collegians in 1926.
In 1928, he became the first Frederick Countian to be chosen as a Rhodes Scholar from Maryland and attended Oxford University in England. While at Oxford, Mr. Grove played lacrosse, touring the eastern United States in 1930, and winning the Flannery Cup, which is symbolic of the international championship in that sport.
He worked for the investment banking firms of Brown Brothers, Harriman & Co. in New York, and Alex Brown & Sons in Baltimore, prior to World War II. He was drafted into the Army in May 1941, where he served until his commissioning as a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy, following the attack on Pearl Harbor. He served at naval aviation training stations during World War II, principally as officer-in-charge of the Naval Flight Preparatory School in Austin, Texas, from 1943-44, and as a member of the staff of the Chief of Naval Air Training at Pensacola, until his discharge as a commander, USNR, in 1945.
Following his military service, he joined the Mercantile Trust Co. of Baltimore, where he was elected a vice president in 1947, and remained with that firm and its successor, the Mercantile Safe Deposit & Trust Co., until 1955. He taught briefly at Catonsville High School.
He was a member of St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus. Prior to moving back to Frederick County, he and his wife were active in church work and established a number of scholarships at colleges in Maryland and Texas.
Mr. Grove was inducted into the Alvin G. Quynn, Frederick County Sports Hall of Fame in 1987.
He is survived by a sister-in-law, Pauline Hueske of Texas; nieces and nephews, Ann Bolt of Frederick, Helen Haerle of Vermont, W. Jarboe Grove Jr. of New Hampshire, Susan Hyson of Rhode Island, Martha Waterside of Virginia, Frank Grove of Illinois, Mary Rupp of North Carolina, James H. Grove III and John Dorsey Grove, both of Frederick, Holgate Grove of Virginia, Virginia Mathias of Ellicott City, Helene Kenny of Chevy Chase, and Martha Lynn Baldwin and Joel Hueske, both of Texas; numerous great-nieces, -nephews, and great-great-nieces and -nephews.
He will be remembered by friend Sheree Lesznar and husband Frank of Frederick.
He was preceded in death by two brothers, James H. Grove Jr. and W. Jarboe Grove.
Friends may call from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, Sept. 22, at Keeney and Basford Funeral Home, 106 E. Church St., Frederick, where the Rosary will be recited at 8 p.m.
A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 23, at St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church, 118 E. Second St., Frederick, with the Rev. Wayne G. Funk officiating.
Interment will be in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Frederick.
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